
History of Great Eccleston
Great' Eccleston' is' of' great' historic' significance.' It'
appeared' in' the'Domesday'Book'as'“Eglestun”,'and'at'
the'5me'was'larger'than'the'surrounding'villages,'with'
it'being'referred'to'in'the'eighteenth'century'as“‘LiSle'
London”.' Eglestun”' means' “Church' seSlement”'
however'there'is'no'record'of'a'Saxon'Church.''

Nowadays,' with' the' agricultural' changes' and' the'
development'of'communica5on'the'village'has'turned'
it'into'a'commuter'haven.''

The'popula5on'has'soared'from'600'to'over'1,700'inhabitants'(Office'or'Na5onal'Sta5s5cs,'
2011'census).''

The' Village' is' thriving' and' there' are' numerous'
businesses' within' the' Village.There' is' The' Village'
Centre,' Health' Centre,' Den5st,' Supermarket,'
Butcher,' Post' Office,' Cafe' and' Tea' Room,' Estate'
Agent,' Fish' and' Chip' Shop' and' Restaurant,' Italian'
Restaurant,' Architects' Office,' Fruit' and' Vegetable'
shop,' and' three' Public' Houses,' Bakers,' three'
Hairdressers,' Newsagents' and' an' Off' Licence.'
Ladies' Dress' Shop' and' Gents' OuoiSers,' Gents'
Barbers' and' DIY' Shop.' There' is' also' the'Women’s'
Ins5tute'and'three'Places'of'Worship.'

Great'Eccleston'also'has'a'long'spor5ng'tradi5on'and'can'claim'to'have'had'a'bowling'green'
since' the' 18th' century.'We' have' recently' received' a' grant' from'Wyre' Council' who' have'
upgraded'the'children’s'play'area'on'the'playing'field.''

The'Village'has'a'long'associa5on'with'agriculture'and'it'is'fipng'that'the'major'event'in'the'
village' is' the'annual'Agricultural' Show.' In' recent' years' the' show'has'been'well' supported'
and'aSracts'in'excess'of'40,000'visitors.'The'Great'Eccleston'Tractor'Pulling'Course,'is'rated'
as'one'of'the'best'in'Europe.'This'was'the'venue'for'last'year’s'European'Championships.''

The'Square'has'always'been' the'hub'of' the'village,'being'a' convenient'gathering'place.' It'
was'once'the'site'of'annual'horse'fairs'and'the'preQ1914'Club'Day'gathered'here.'Un5l'1939,'
it' also' accommodated' the' fair' each' September' at' the' 5me' of' the' Agricultural' Show.' The'
weekly'market'takes'place'every'Wednesday.'We'have'an'Annual'Fun'Day' in'August'every''
year,'this'is'organised'by'the'Businesses'with'the'help'of'the'public.'Although'the'Square'is'
now'macadamised,'it'was'once'cobbled.'
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